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Window frames have been repaired,

sills replaced, old electrical systems
removed, and reshingling is progressing
around the Handy House.

The Westport Historical Society
gratefully acknowledges the special
contribution and support by:

//'71‘/?/“;[:/ «/ric EVEN KEEL REALTY, INC.
I ‘\'\//& full service real estate office
803 Main Road, Westport

508-636-0099

www.evenkeelrealty.com

7
o~
/ /z/mz/ //t2 GRAY’S DAILY GRIND &
& GRAY'S GRIST MILL

638 Adamsville Road, Westport
508-636-6075
www.graysdailygrind.com
www.graysgristmill.com

These twa Westport businesses have
underwritten the printing costs of the new
Westport Historical Society brochure.

Letter from the Director

Welcome to 2013! I wish all of our members a healthy and history-filled new year!

I am tremendously grateful to all those who responded to our annual appeal which
presented a plea for all members to become involved in the sustainability of our
organization. Many of you have answered that call and T am excited to report that
our annual appeal was monumentally successful, breaking all records, and exceeding
our goal significantly. Greater participation of our members in the appeal has been
more than matched by a significant grant of $100,000 from BayCoast Bank to support
our activities especially educational programming. The Society is greatly honored to
receive this contribution and welcomes such a locally focused business to Westport.

Over the last few months we have forged ahead at the Handy House, taking care of
many of the issues that were identified by our preservation architect, and during this
process many interesting discoveries have been made. This issue of the Harbinger
contains updates on some of the exciting discoveries at the Handy House. Did you
know for example that “ghosts” have been found throughout the house?

This issue also highlights some new information on one of Westport’s most enigmatic
and fascinating historical figures, Charlotte White. She is just one example of the
limitless scope of Westport’s history, and the many untold stories that are waiting to
be uncovered.

Jenny O'Neill

What did archaeologist Tom Mailhot find in the Handy House midden?

All is revealed in this issue...
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HANDY HOUSE NEWS .-sse=

OPENING DOORWAYS...

There are ghosts in every part of the
Handy House, but not of the supernatural
kind. These are ghost marks of previous
structures and architectural features,
symbols of previous lives and occupants
of the house and clues to the evolution
of the building. The most interesting
and unexpected ghost was discovered

in December when the shingles were
removed from the North wall as part of
the first phase of stabilization.

Beneath the shingles was evidence in the
form of marks from a roof line on the
sheathing indicating that a small gable
roof, a one and a half story structure,
had been erected sometime in the 18th
century. The addition was roughly cen-
tered on the exterior door leading into
the 18th century kitchen. The height of
the addition gable was several feet below
the main structure eaves, and may sug-
gest that the upstairs or loft area was not
intended for use as a living space. Other
markings from plaster and lath on the
sheathing indicated that the first floor
of the addition was plastered above with
wood wainscot below.

The exposed North wall also revealed
that the original vertical oak sheathing,
which would have been attached at the
sills, at the first floor girt and at the plate,
was cut away from the first story along
the entire length of the 1760 era house.
The oak sheathing was replaced with pine
boards, many of which were originally
interior decorative partitions called
feather boarding, a common interior
treatment of early homes in southeastern
MA. The reason for this alteration to

the entire first floor exterior wall is at
present not understood.

The removal of the old shingles was a
great opportunity to better understand
the evolution of the Handy House struc-
ture. WHS personnel and architectural
historian Eric Gradoia made measure-
ments and extensively recorded the
exposed wall with photographs as well
as having lively discussions about the
implications of the discoveries.




TREASURES IN THE GROUND

A midden is a term used by archaeologists
to describe any kind of feature containing
waste products relating to day-to-day
human life. Middens are treasure troves
for archacologists! Tom Mailhot identified
a midden at the Handy House during his
first survey and this summer he returned
to the site to excavate the midden. The
Handy House midden can be considered
a ceramic midden. A total of 2,867 artifacts
were recovered from the excavation unit.
A wide range of dateable artifacts were
recovered including earlier earthenwares
like creamware (1762-1820) and pearl-
ware (1775-1835) found in context with
later earthenwares such as ironstone
(1840-1930), yellowware (1830-1940)
and Rockingham (1850-1950). However,
of the earthenware recovered, pearlware
made up the majority, with 615 pieces
recovered. A large amount of glass was
also recovered, including vessel glass,
table glass, flat glass and lamp/lighting
glass. Unusual glass artifacts recovered
include a cut glass box, possible small
jewelry box, an eyeglass lens, 32 fragments
of medicine bottles/possible medicine
bottles, 15 shards of milk glass, and 6
glass flakes.

GOAL 1.8 MILLION

Dr. HANDY's
FUNDRAISING

UPDATE
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WE ARE DEEPLY

GRATEFUL

FOR THE MANY

GENEROUS

CONTRIBUTIONS

TO THE HANDY

HOUSE PROJECT.

PLEASE CONSIDER

MAKING A DONATION

OR PLEDGE TO HELP

US OPEN THE HANDY

HOUSE TO THE COMMUNITY =




WHO WAS CHARLOTTE WHITE?

We see her name on the street sign in
the center of Westport: Charlotte White
Road. She is mentioned in local history
books as a healer, a midwife, a poet. But
what do we really know about Charlotte
White?

Let’s start with her name. The typical
pronunciation of the name Charlotte

is “Shar-lot” but there is a local oral
tradition that it was pronounced
“Shar-lot-ee.” How did Charlotte herself
pronounce her name? The first clue was
found a few years ago when the late Bill
Wyatt, former president of the Historical
Society, was researching the 19th-
century account books of the Westport
physicians Eli and James Handy. Bill
found an entry for “Charlotty White,”

a phonetic spelling of her name that
indicates a three-syllable pronunciation.
The second clue was dug up a few
months ago by Martha Guy as she
combed the town records for information
about early poor relief in Westport.
Several town records from 1812-1813
refer to her as “Cholata” White, which
drops the “r” (as most locals from
Massachusetts and Rhode Island do) and
flattens the final “e” to “ah,” but clearly
shows the three-syllable form. Based on
this evidence, it is most likely she was
called “Sha-lot-ah.”

Charlotte White was born in 1774 or
1775, depending on the source. Her
mother, Elizabeth White (1730-1827)
was Native American—a Wampanoag,
most likely from Martha’s Vineyard. Her
father (whose dates are unknown) was a
former slave variously referred to as Zip,
Sip, Zilpiah, or Zephriah. He was appar-
ently owned at one time by the Lawton
family but worked for (or was sold to)
the White family. It is likely that Zip
was a slave when working for the

Whites, because he took their name as
his own, but that’s just a guess. Elizabeth
and Zip married in 1765, and had a house
on what is now Charlotte White Road.
There is no record of any children other
than Charlotte, and it appears that
Charlotte did not marry; she is listed in
one census as a “colored maiden.”

In the Historical Society collection is one
poem by Charlotte White, but her poetry
—at least what we know of it—is not
very original. For example, the lines:

Charlotte White is my name and
New England is my nafion.
Westport is my dwelling place and
Heaven is my salvation.

are only a variation of a well-known
form:

Anytown is my dwelling-place
America is my nation

John Smith is my name

And heaven my expectation

However, if this is not particularly good
poetry, it does show that Charlotte

was somewhat educated, and had an
interest—and some skill—in language.

Charlotte was connected to Westport’s
well-known mariner, philanthropist, and
black rights advocate Paul Cuffe (1759-
1817). Like Cuffe, she had a Wampanoag
mother and an African father who had
been a slave. There are also numerous
links between Charlotte and the Wainer
family, who were in-laws and business
partners of Paul Cuffe.

A recently unearthed newspaper article
from the 1940s (donated to the Society
by Jim Faria) links Charlotte to another
noteworthy Westport native, Perry
Davis. Davis (1791-1862) had a hard-luck
life. He was badly hurt falling off a roof
at age 14. The business he had established
in Fall River was destroyed in the Great
Fire of 1843, and a later explosion left
him badly burned. But he eventually
achieved great success as the manufac-
turer of Perry Davis Pain Killer, one of
the best selling patent medicines of the
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19th century. The success was largely
due to his secret formula of vegetable
extracts, alcohol, and opium.

In the newspaper article, Elizabeth
Manchester of the Manchester Store in
Adamsville related a story her father told
her of Perry Davis shopping in the store.
Charlotte White—"one of the store’s
best customers”—concocted a mixture
of food coloring, herbs and rum “which
she sold to the temperance people of
Westport and Adamsville as a medicine.”
(A Temperance pledge meant total absti-
nence from alcohol, but “medicine” was
okay.) Charlotte bought the rum at the
Adamsville Store. On his rounds selling
peppermint and spices around Westport,
Perry Davis met Charlotte White and
tried her medicinal brew, and according
to Mrs. Manchester, this is where he got
the idea for his famous pain-killer.

While researching the history of the
Westport Town Farm, Martha Guy
discovered that Charlotte White was
involved in poor relief before the alms-
house was established in 1824. Town
financial records reveal that “Cholata
White” was paid for keeping Amy Jeffrey
in 1812. The following year she received
$34.24 for keeping Jeffrey, plus an
additional $13.43 “to Cholata White's
account,” presumably for other poor
relief. In 1816 Charlotte was reimbursed
tor keeping Henry Pero, a black child,
two weeks and two days old, and also
received $2.86 for making clothes for
him. (Henry Pero was later cared for

by Mary Wainer, Paul Cuffe’s niece.)

In 1818 and 1819, Charlotte took in both
Deborah Pero and her young son. In a
remarkable entry in the town records for
1818, she was paid for “keeping Nursing
and doctoring” Deborah Pero for 14
weeks. The use of the term “doctoring”
in the official records gives credence to
her reputation as a healer. This isn’t just
folklore: Charlotte White took in and
treated poor or troubled people, before
the almshouse was established, and was
reimbursed by the town. At least some of
the paupers she cared for were people of
color. Unfortunately there is nothing in
the records about her role as a midwife.

There is a photograph (above) of a
woman purported to be Charlotte White,
driving an oxcart. As much as we would
like it to be her, it is unlikely. Charlotte
lived into the age of photography, but the
telegraph pole in the background of the
photo suggests a date beyond her lifetime.

Charlotte died on June 17, 1861, at

the age of 87, of “lung fever” (probably
pneumonia). She is buried with her
parents in a private cemetery behind
165 Charlotte White Road near the site
of their former home. Charlotte White
is an intriguing character from 19th
century Westport, with connections to
Native American and African American
history, poor relief, folk medicine, and
midwifery. This is what we know about
her—certainly not enough—and I hope
we can continue to fill out her life story.

Tony Connors

NEW ACQUISITIONS =~ e
The following are some highlights
of recent acquisitions. We are very
grateful to all who have entrusted
us with these gifts.

2013.004 DONATED BY CAROLINE WORDELL
Scrapbook.

2013.005 DONATED BY MARTHA PAULL
Manuscript on Paul Cuffe by Sally
Loomis, related research documents.

2013.006 DONATED BY LUCY ANN LEPREAU
AND JUDY LEPREAU KELLER

The History of the Rise, Increase

and Progress of the Christian People
called Quakers, published in 1774.
This book contains early Brownell
family genealogy.

2013.007 DONATED BY RICHARD ROUSE
Discharge papers of Mortimer Hedge,
1863. Mortimer Hedge was a
rulemaker at the Gifford Rule
Factory in Westport.

2013.008 DONATED BY JIM AND BARBARA
FARIA

Newspaper article on Charlotte
White, papers relating to Davolls,
tax collection documents 1829.

) off So '
rlotte was jone of the stote’s
best customiers; as she had con-
cooted an elixir of New England
rum, coloring matter and herbs
which she sold to the temperance
people of Westport and Adams-
ville as a medicine, She bought
the rum at the store. When Perry'
Davis tried the first bottle he
knew here was his future, He
‘copied it as ‘nearly as possible and
into life sprang Perry Davis' Pa.m
Killer, |

Davis moved to Fail ives and‘
began the manufacture of the'
elixir.  Unfortunately he, was'
burned out in the great fire of'
12843 suffering a Joge of $320 with*

no insurance.




2012 ANNUAL APPEAL

$1,000+
Peter and Rosanne Aresty
Russell and Patricia Beede
David Cole and Betty Slade
in memory of Pete Baker
Ralph and Calla Guild
in memory of Pete Baker
Bob Harding
Sally Ann Ledbetter
Jane Loos
Steven Syre and Laura Raposa

$500 - 5999

Michael Ahearn

Robert and Louisa Coughlin
Charles and Linda Findlay
Nancy Janelle

Scott and Barbara Jones
Robert and Naoko Kugler
Robert and Patsy Lawrence
Albert and Cindy Lees
Christopher J. Mckeon
Tom and Barbara Slaight
Anne and Kendrick Snyder
Catherine Williams

Sally Wyatt

$100- $499
Yvonne Barr
John and Gertraude Bergland
Elizabeth Brinkerhoff
Gioia Browne in memory
of John Henry Browne
Norman and [rene Buck
Nancy Burkholder in memory
of Tim Burkholder
Louise and Edward Bush
Maureen Camara
Peter and Gaelen Canning
Leo and Amy Chausse
Nick Christ
Michael and Carol Corbett
Carolyn Cody
Tony and Sharon Connors
Nancy Crosby
Jack and Bette DeVeuve
James and Wendy Dorsey
Marcia Drumright in memory
of Theodore L. Tabor
Al Dyson
Ron and Kathy Flener

Steven Fors
Edward Goldberg
Chuck and Wendy Goldberg
Steve Fletcher
Anne Griswold
Eleanor Hall
Jan and Toby Hall
Hope Hickok
Anne T. Hopkins
Ed Howe
Edward and Carole Jackson
Janet Jones
Norma Judson
Martin and Judith Kelly
Mary Ellen Kennedy
Vincent Mayer and Dana Lee
Florence Lees
Peter MacDougall
Dwight and Doris Magovern
Laurie Marceau
Charlotte Metcalf
Jim and Fran Mevay
Hugh and Diana Morton
Wally and Helga Nichols
Elaine Ostroff
Paul Pannoni
Barry and Janice Perry
Mary Ries
Paul and Tina Schmid
Tom and Kate Schmitt
Arnold and Ruth Scott
Steve Siebel and Sharon Raposa
Kendrick and Anne Snyder
Ann Squire
Jonathan and Peggy Stevens
Gregory and Brenda Stone
Garrett Stuck and

Pamela Coravos
Michael and Martha Sullivan
Jim and Joan Tewksbury
Joan Thompson
Charles and Pamela Trippe
Keith and Susan Watson in
memory of William Wyatt
Nils Bruzelius and Lynne Weil
Kit and Marka Wise
Katherine Wuersch

UP TO $100

Richard Anderson

Cadmans Neck Improvement
Association in memory of
Christopher Davis

Cadmans Neck Improvement
Association in memory of
Alice Baer

Charles and Pat Appleton

Breck Arnzen

Anne Barnes

James H. Barnett and
Carolyn Haynes

Judy Beavan

Robert Bechtle and
Whitney Chadwick

Caroline Bolter

Larry and Susan Borges

Lynn and Suzanne Carter

Robert Clifton

Arlene Cloutier in memory of
Anna Duphiney

Andrew Corttrill

Carol Coutinho

Jerry and Vivian Coutinho

John and Paula Cummings, Jr.

Ingrid Davidge

Charles Deknatel

Jerome and Constance Dyer

Elizabeth Flemming

Peter and Joan Fradley

Antonio Gracia

Mark and Sally Harty

June Hebert in memory of
Mary Figueiredo

Albert Howland in memory of
Doris E. (Baker) Howland

Andrew Isidoro

Nick Jansen

Trintje Jansen

Claire Kenney

Ronald and Susan Knapp

Richard and Eliazbeth Kugler

James and Nancy Laird

Donald and Katherine Larson

Dale L. Lavoie

Anne Lowell

Cukie and Alice Macomber

Alan and Ruth Manchester

Laurie Marinone

Maury May

John and Carla McDermott

Normand Methot

Elisabeth Mundel

Charlotte Norcross

Jenny O'Neill in memory of
Anna Duphiney

Richard and Patricia Paul

Richard and Susanne Peck

John and Celeste Penney

Marguerite Perry

Samuel Powell

Elsworth Randall

Elliot Whipple and
Linda Rogers

Robert and Carol Russell

Tanja Ryden

Robert and Norma Sears

Kevin and Eileen Shea

Eileen Wheeler Shechan

Paul and Elizabeth Sittenfeld

Martha Slaight

John Smith

Barbara Smith

Louise Soares

Richard and Lois Spirlet

David and Doris Sprogis

Kenneth Stone

Peter and Linda Streng

Emily Sutton

Henry and Judy Swan

Dewey and Katherine
Thompson

Millicent Throop

William C. Tripp

Valerie Tripp Gordon

Richard and Patricia Weeks

Nils Bruzelius and Lynne Weil

Larry and Gretchen Whipple

Barbara Wicks

Charlene Wood in memory of
Randall P. Wood and
Charles Keith, Jr.

DONATIONS IN MEMORY OF
DAVID ALLEN

The Whitney Academy
Frederick and Nancy Barnes
Stephen and Diane Cook
Jerry and Vivian Coutinho
Arnold Dyer

Ann Flather

Elzbieta Gilbride




Carol and Gene Guay
Diane and Ray Hartnett
Mary Anne Mcquillan
Patricia Noble

Elaine Ostrolf

Emery Robinson

Ann Squire

Kendrick and Anne Snyder
Raymond and Janet Tetrault
Leslic Valente

Billie Ward

Connie Ward

DONATIONS FOR HANDY HOUSE AND
OTHER RESTRICTED USES

$25,000+
Albert and Cindy Lees
BayCoast Bank

$10,000 - 524,999
Joel and Lisa Schmid Alvord

$5,000 - $9,999

Grimshaw Gudewicz Foundation

Helga and Wally Nichols

Neil and Sue Van Sloun -
Sylvan Endowment

$1,000 - $4,999
Howard Bayne Fund
Diana Levy in memory of
Helen (Pars) and Charles Levy
Betty Slade and David Cole
in memory of Pete Baker

UP TO $500

Gary Baker and Martha Sears

Gioia Browne

Thomas Connors and
Michelle Dolbec

Ingrid Davidge

Steve Fors

Rev. Richard Loring

Tony Millham
in memory of Pete Baker

Note that this list includes donations
received QOct 1, 2012 through
January 9, 2013. Please notify us

of any errors. Donations received
prior and after this date will be
acknowledged in our Annual Report.

THE WESTPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY RECEIVES MAJOR FUNDING

FROM BAYCOAST BANK BaycoaSt
S BANK.

The Westport Historical Society is pleased to announce a most generous donation

of $100,000 from BayCoast Bank. BayCoast Bank joins hundreds of individual donors
and foundations in supporting the Society in its ongoing work and in the stewardship
of the Handy House and the Bell School House. This donation will open up new
possibilities to engage school children and adults in the rewarding and adventurous
exploration of local history.

Jenny O'Neill, Executive Director of the Westport Historical Society said “We are
thrilled and honored that BayCoast Bank is showing such strong confidence in us
and providing support for our future endeavors. We are dedicated to our mission of
preserving Westport’s unique heritage, celebrating local history and engaging our
community in this effort. BayCoast funding will help us to develop our educational
programming for the entire community and to forge connections between the past
and our lives today.”

Nicholas Christ, President and CEO of BayCoast Bank, said, “The Westport Historical
Society is an essential component to the preservation of Westport’s character and
charm. Their work ensures that our community continues to learn from its past,
appreciate its cultural heritage, and make informed decisions for the future. We are
very pleased to be able to support them in this important preservation project as they
help ta make this a better community.”
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The Wc-f;s‘figort Historical Society is supported by donations from individuals, foundations
and businesses who care about preserving the special heritage of Westport. [n addition
to joining the Historical Society as a member, please consider these other ways you can

support our mission:

CONTRIBUTIONS IN HONOR OR MEMORIAL GIFTS Honor a friend or relative, commemorate
a special anniversary or mark the passing of a loved one with a contribution.

BEQUESTS Leave a lasting legacy for the future by naming the Historical Society as a
beneficiary in your will.

CORPORATE MATCHING GIFTS Please check with your employer to see if they offer a
matching gift program.

BUSINESS SPONSORSHIPS The Historical Society offers local businesses many different
levels of sponsorship and recognition.
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Tim’'s Lawn Care Even Keel Realty

Country Woolens Gray’s Daily Grind and Gray’s Gristmill

Comfort of Touch Geraldine Millham Design
Sisters of Solace Partners Village Store
Bradshaw Insurance Bartlett Tree Service
Lees Market

Jack’s Landscaping and Lawn Service

Baycoast Bank

Village Plumbing
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MEMBE{RSHIP_),?JLEVELS HANDY HOUSE ... OPENING DOORWAYS ponaTiON FORM

A : .
N : Donation $

O INDIVIDUAL $20

Please use my/our gift where it is most needed J, or for the following project:
T FAMILY $35

CONTACT INFORMATION
0 CONTRIBUTING 570

(1 SUSTAINING $200 DGNOR NAME EMAIL

(] SPECIAL GIFT § CONTACT PERSON (IF DONOR IS AN GRGANIZATION) EMAIL

Please make check payable to and mail to: STREET/PO BOX PHONE
WESTPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY | & T -

25 DRIFT ROAD, PO BOX N188

_— ‘ _ 7 7 _— :,
WESTPORT, MA 02790 CHECK ENcLOSED (J (please make checks payable to Westport Historical Society)

OR CHARGE MY (J Visa [ Mastercard [ Amex

CARD NUMBER

NAME
EXPIRATION DATE

ADDRESS

s PRINT NAME OF CARD HOLDER

CITY STATE ZIp
SIGNATURE

PHONE To donate securities or stocks or to make a pledge, please contact Jenny O'Neill
at the Westport Historical Society at 508-636-6011.

EMAIL :

E: 4 Please list donation in publications as a gift from:
:;;‘// é"/ / '
ThianR ofon d : - _
{ N : MAIL To: Westport Historical Society, PO Box N188, Westport MA 02790
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